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Trump’s proposed rule would further weaken Clean Water Act protections 

Federal assault on clean water increases urgency in need for state-level protections 
 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. – Trump’s Environmental Protection Agency has proposed a new rule 
that, when finalized, would significantly weaken water quality and wetland protections in 
California and across the country. The rule, titled “Clarifying the Legal Extent of Agency 
Regulation of Waters of the United States (or the CLEAR WOTUS),” updates EPA regulations 
with the Trump Administration’s interpretation of the 2023 Supreme Court ruling Sackett v. 
EPA. That ruling narrowed the category of streams and wetlands protected by the Clean 
Water Act to only include those with a “continuous surface connection” to a “relatively 
permanent” body of water. A comment period on the new federal rule is now open. 
 
In response to the Sackett ruling, State Senator Ben Allen introduced the Right to Clean 
Water Act (SB 601) in the California legislature in February of this year. SB 601 aims to 
reinstate essential clean water protections removed by Sackett. Action on the bill was 
postponed to the next legislative session. 
 
“The federal government is taking dangerous steps that unnecessarily put our environment 
and public health at risk,” said Senator Allen. “At this critical juncture, California needs to 
step up in order to protect and preserve our vital waterways that our residents, wildlife, and 
delicate ecosystems rely on.” 
 
With new federal guidelines likely to leave most wetlands nationwide without the Clean 
Water Act protections that had been in place since 1972, regulations at the state level will 
play an increasingly important role in protecting water quality. Although California has yet 
to enact legislation that would reinstate former federal protections, other states – including 
Wisconsin, Colorado, New Mexico, and Maryland – have already done so. 
 
“People have a right to expect access to clean and safe drinking water. Because all water is 
connected, we must control pollution in our wetlands, creeks, and coastlines in order to 
protect water quality for all Californians,” said Sean Bothwell, executive director of the 
California Coastkeeper Alliance. “That means enacting and enforcing a strong regulatory 
framework applied to all water sources, including seasonal creeks and all wetlands, as 
indicated by the best available science.” 
 



As recently reported by Politico, a “water” that would be protected by the EPA’s new rule 
“would be defined as a standing or continuously flowing body of surface water that flows 
either year-round or at least during the wet season.” 
 
“Saying that land that is only wet for part of the year won’t lead to pollution of our lakes, 
rivers, and coastlines is like saying it’s safe to lie down in the middle of a street that doesn’t 
currently have traffic. It’s nonsensical and dangerous,” added Bothwell. “Fortunately, 
Governor Newsom and the legislature can be national leaders on the issue by enacting 
commonsense state-level protections to prevent these rollbacks. I think we can all agree 
that every Californian deserves access to clean water.” 
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